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intention of starting hostilities. It is, however, certain that
they were determined to imitate the British and French policy
of financial expansion, that for this purpose they relied on their
ally, the Austro-Hungarian Empire, to prevent, forestall, and
oppose any movement by .Russia towards supremacy in the
Balkans, and that at any time after 1905, when the actual plan
used for the invasion of France through Belgium took final
shape, Germany was ready to draw the sword if her policy was
challenged by the forces opposed to her.

When the challenge came from Russia in July 1914 after the
Austrian ultimatum to Serbia, war was inevitable except at the
price of surrender.

It is often said that when the July crisis began, England
should have at once declared her unconditional intention of
entering the war if it broke out. This is nonsense. In the first
place such a declaration would have led to the fall of the govern-
ment and for that reason, almost certainly, to the fall of the
French Government. We knew perfectly well that if war came
Germany was going to march through Belgium and that on
that issue we could go into a battle as a united people. To
have forfeited that advantage would have been midsummej
madness. In the second place, Germany had allowed for and
discounted our military intervention on the Continent. .No
declaration from us would have altered her calculations.

What is no doubt true is that if our whole history had been
different and our people a different people, had we been a
first-class military power with a conscript army of long standing
experienced in continental warfare, the war of 1914 would
never have taken place and for a very good reason. No country
could possibly sustain the immense military burdens of a great
empire, demanding a long service, highly trained professional
army, a two-power standard navy, and a continental conscript
army, at one and the same time. Had we been as in the twelfth
.century a continental power we could not have been also an
imperial power. Some other power would have been mistress
of the seas and in all human, probability that power would have
been Germany.